
Agustín Lara is Mexico’s most popular singer and composer of the early 20th century. His songs have been
recorded by a diverse list of artists ranging from Bing Crosby to Enrico Caruso. This song was originally
featured in the 1941 Spanish language film “ Melodías de América” . In 1945 the Xavier Cugat Orchestra (with
cronner Bing Crosby) took their version to #4 on the charts. 
  
Performance notes: The Bolero originated in Cuba in the late 1800’s (it is not related to the older Spanish
Bolero which, confusingly, shares the same name). Play this song as a seductive dance in 4 with a firm beat.
Pay particular attention to bass patterns which establish a firm foundation for the dancers. 
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Solamente una Vez
Only Once In My Life
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English Lyric: Rick Carnes & Janis Carnes
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Bob van der Poel
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Arrangement /  Bob van der Poel, April 2011 Mellowood Studio
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