
A fun, upbeat traditional song from Finland (or, perhaps, Sweden) will get the dancers up from their
comfortable chairs. And, if you are lucky enough to have a Finn in the audience who knows the lyrics, you’ll be
playing for a long time! Like so many folk songs, this one tells the story of a sailer going to a far land, drinking
too much, chasing too many girls and winning various barroom brawls. The origins are unknown, but it most
likely originates from the late 1800s. 
  
Performance notes: Keep the tempo steady if you have dancers, but if someone is singing then you’ll have to
follow him or her. Dynamics are important as well. The first measure is a “vamp” which simply means to repeat
until everyone is ready. 
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